
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!  December 2023 

Wisdom  
 

Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 

holding fast to the word of life. 
 

Philippians 2:14-16 

December is Order of St. Ignatius Month 

Christ is in our Midst! 

Many of you have heard us talk about The Order of St. 
Ignatius over the years. Last month we were blessed to 
have five new members of our congregation join this 
important, life-changing ministry. December is 
considered to be Order of St. Ignatius month, since it is 
during this advent period that we are called to consider 
our deeds, thoughts and giving of our ourselves through 
selfless acts and gifts. 

Please see the letter on page 4, which highlights some of 
the many ways that The Order helps areas in need 
throughout our archdiocese and beyond. While joining 
The Order is typically done during an induction 
ceremony when His Grace, Bishop Thomas, makes his 
annual visit to our parish, we want you to know that 
induction can take place at any time. If you are 
contemplating joining The Order for the first time, or 
perhaps upgrading your level of contribution, these 
events can be done by Father Herman at any time. 

For more information, level upgrade, or arrangement of 
induction into The Order, please feel free to call upon 
me.  

Wishing you all a most Blessed Advent Season! 

Pamela Smith  
Ambassador for The Order of St. Ignatius 
to St. Andrew’s  

St. Ignatius of Antioch is commemorated 
on December 20.  

Join us for Divine Liturgy at 10 am. 

Charitable Works 

Feeding the homeless during the winter months  

We will again be participating with Lighthouse for 
Broken Wings this winter (mid-December through the 
end of March) in providing meals for the homeless. The 
organization will be providing food for 15 adults at the 
Community Center every Wednesday and food for 50 
adults and 30 children at the Red Mill Inn every Sunday. 
If you would like to participate in this important 
ministry, please pick up an information sheet in the 
narthex.  See Lisa Wolak with questions. 

Essential items for the homeless 

We are continuing our collection of 
essential items for the homeless, to be 
distributed through the Shepherd’s 
Office in Georgetown. Any new or gently-used clothing or 
shoes are welcome. Always needed and welcome are 
personal hygiene items, new socks and undergarments, 
and gently used tents, tarps, and camping goods.  

Lunchbox Tuesday 

Thanks to all who joined us to make 257 sandwiches on 
Tuesday, November 28! Please join us next time, on 
Wednesday, December 27, at noon (special day & time), 
when we do it again. Please see Lisa Wolak for details 
and to inquire about donations needed. 

Ongoing  collection of non-perishable foods 

We continue to collect non-perishable food items and 
paper goods for the food pantry at the Christian 
Storehouse in Millsboro. Please do not donate anything 
beyond its expiration date. 
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Time to think Stewardship! 

As we think about our 
stewardship in the Church - 
how we “give back” to God for 
all His blessings - we ask that 
you consider making a 
commitment of financial support to St. 
Andrew’s. Your pledge, communicated to us via 
the pledge form, helps us to plan and budget 
the church’s finances for the coming year. If 
you give regularly but don’t pledge, thank you! 
But it would be helpful for us if we know in 
advance what your planned giving will be. A 
pledge is not binding; no one will send you a 
bill. If your circumstances change, you are free 
to change your giving plan. 

Stewardship packets are now available for 
pickup in the church foyer (please save us a 
stamp!). The remainder will be mailed later. 
Information will also be posted on St. Andrew’s 
website at orthodoxdelmar.org/stewardship. 

We ask that you also fill out the Ministries 
panel and the Contact Information panel of the 
Stewardship brochure, even if nothing has 
changed, for our records. 

Financial Update 

In looking toward 2024, we must note that in 2023 our monthly 
income has consistently fallen short of our expenses, and we are 
hoping that with God’s help and your generosity we will be able to 
meet our monthly needs going forward. Your pledge has never 
been more important than it will be this year.  Please use the 
pledge form to help us to plan and budget the church’s finances 
for the coming year. 

Operating expenses are those that are necessary for the 
functioning of the church, such as utilities and maintenance. 
Stewardship and undesignated offerings are routed to the General 
Fund for Operating Expenses. These do not include purchases/
projects covered by donations to special funds, such as  Charitable 
Ministries, Iconography, Camp, etc. Offerings given specifically 
for Designated Funds are kept for those uses only.  

Details can be found on the bulletin board in the hallway. You 
may contact the church treasurer (StAndrewTreasurer@ 
gmail.com) if you have any questions. 

Angel Tree 

St. Andrew’s will sponsor an 
Angel Tree again this year for 
needy residents of Harbor 
Healthcare Nursing Home who 
have no family to provide them 
with a gift for Christmas. Please reach into 
your heart and share your love this year with 
someone who would overwise be overlooked. 
Angels are now available on the Christmas tree 
in the foyer, and instructions are posted 
nearby. Choose one item, or as many as you 
would like to give. Please package your gifts in 
a gift bag with tissue, and return to the church 
by December 17. Thank you all for your 
continued love, support, and enthusiasm for 
this most worthy project! 

Christmas Liturgy 
Two Liturgies on December 24?  Christmas falls on a Monday this year, so our Nativity Liturgy on 

Christmas Eve will take place on Sunday. This raises the question of apparently having two liturgies on 

the same day. Remember, however, that the liturgical day is evening and morning. The day begins at 

sunset. Liturgically, our 6 pm Nativity liturgy will be taking place on a different day than our Sunday 

morning liturgy. There is no conflict and no obstacle to partaking of the Eucharist at both liturgies if you 

are properly prepared. In regard to fasting, please refrain from eating following lunch (fasting menu) if 

you intend to take communion in the evening. 



Logos Page 3 December 2023 

No Christmas Tree in Bethlehem Over Genocide:              by Fr. Marc Boulos 

Local Clergy to Keep Vigil in the Sobriety of Prayer              Pastor, St. Elizabeth Orthodox Church, St. Paul, MN 

Published in The Voice of the Shepherd: A Digital Journal of Saint Elizabeth Church 

 

BETHLEHEM: There will be no Christmas tree in Bethlehem this 
year. The town that commemorates the biblical text of the birth Jesus 
Christ now keeps fellowship with the Apostle Paul—bound in chains—
“without  fanfare,” as homes and businesses are locked up and shut 
down in the bloody shadow of the Gaza genocide.  

Bethlehem, which neighbors Jerusalem in the West Bank, continues 
to be battered by the violence of the occupation. But many townspeople 
have been especially gripped by the current nightmare in the Gaza 
Strip, just 50 km away. The violence in Gaza has seen much of the open 
air concentration camp devastated with no end in sight. 

 Every December, church leaders of all denominations convene in Bethlehem to inaugurate the Christmas 
season. Local Palestinian Christians (not those who visit from European countries and the US) are notably non-
sectarian.  

 A People Without a Country 

 People with no homeland tend to rally around God as their only hope, placing their trust in him as their leader. 
This makes much more sense than European or American nationalism. As a stateless people, they have no defense 
and no money to buy bombs (thanks be to God) and too much decency to celebrate when so many people are 
suffering or dead.  

 The only decision left to the clergy of Bethlehem is whether or not to light up a Christmas tree or to turn it off 
and read from the Psalter. 

“We have never seen Bethlehem like this, not even during COVID. The town is empty, sad,” Abouna Ibrahim 
Faltas told Reuters in front of the Church of the Nativity. “Today was meant to be a joyous day.” 

 For self-involved, delusional people living in comfort, it will be joyous, indeed.  

A November 10 statement by church heads in the Holy Land voiced sympathy for people wracked by “the 
uncertain fate of those dear to them.”  

 In response, Reuters made a cynical (if not explicitly evil) comment that this was “a possible reference” to the 
hostages of October 7, implying that the faithful and God-fearing clergy of the Holy Land are terrorist 
sympathizers.  

 This response “is not a fear of terrorism,” explained Edward Said, “but a fear of a culture that is not Western.” 

 In a recent article in the Guardian, an American woman expressed her curiosity about “a culture that is not 
Western”:   “I wanted,” she said, “to talk about the faith of Palestinian people, how it’s so strong, and they still find 
room to make it a priority to thank God, even when they have everything taken away from them.”  

In solidarity with the clergy and faithful of Bethlehem, there will be no Christmas tree or decorations at 
St. Elizabeth Church [St. Paul, MN] this year.  

“We will celebrate in sobriety,” said Father Francesco Patton,  “Without the fanfare and too many lights, in the 
most spiritual way—more among the families than in [Manger] Square.” 

To subscribe to St. Elizabeth’s weekly journal, visit www.seocc.org 

From Amos chapter 5:  1
Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel: ... 

4
For thus says the 

LORD to the house of Israel: "Seek me and live; ..." 
6
Seek the LORD and live, lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, 

and it devour, with none to quench it ...  
7
O you who turn justice to wormwood and cast down righteousness to the earth! ... 

12
For I know how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins- you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

and turn aside the needy in the gate. ...  
14

Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will 

be with you, as you have said.  
15

Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God 

of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  ... 
24

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream. 

Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 



Regular Schedule 
 
Saturday 5:15 pm Confession 
 6 pm Vespers 

Sunday 9 am Orthros 
 10 am Divine Liturgy 
 

Check our online calendar at 
www.orthodoxdelmar.org/calendar 
for the most up-to-date schedule. 
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Make note of our regular service times: 

Saturday Confessions   5:15 pm Sunday Orthros/Matins   9:00 am 
Saturday Vespers       6:00 pm Sunday Divine Liturgy   10:00 am 
 

Please contact Father Herman for information about becoming a member of St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

December 2023 
 

Every Saturday: 5:15 pm Confession     5:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 6 pm Vespers 
 

TROPARION OF ST. ANDREW - Tone 4 – As the first-called Apostle and brother of 
their leader, O Andrew, intercede with the Master of all to grant peace to the world, 
and to our souls great mercy. 
 

Sunday, December 3 26th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Prophet Zephaniah (7th cent. BC) 

 

Tone 1 Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-19 
Eothinon 4 (St. Luke 24:1-12) Liturgy Gospel: Luke 18:35-43 
 
RESURRECTION TROPARION - Tone 1 - While the stone was sealed by the Jews, 
and the soldiers were guarding thy most pure Body, thou didst arise on the third 
day, O Saviour, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers 
cried aloud unto thee, O Giver of life:Glory to thy resurrection, O Christ! Glory to 
thy kingdom! Glory to thy providence, O thou who alone art the Lover of mankind! 
 

Sunday, December 10 27th Sunday after Pentecost 
Venerable Leontios of Achaia (13th-14th cent.) 

 

Tone 2 Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-17 
Eothinon 5 (St. Luke 24:12-35) Liturgy Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 
  
RESURRECTION TROPARION - Tone 2 - When Thou didst submit Thyself unto 
death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy 
godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the 
powers of heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Thou who art risen from the dead, O 
Lord, glory to Thee! 

 
Sunday, December 17  Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ 

Venerable Dionysius of Aegina (1624) 
  

Tone 3 Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11 
Eothinon 6 (St. Luke 24:36-53) Liturgy Gospel: Luke 14:16-24 
 
RESURRECTION TROPARION - Tone 3 - Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 
glad; for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm. He hath trampled 
down death by death and become the First-born from the dead. He hath delivered 
us from the depths of hades, granting the world the Great Mercy! 
 
Sunday, December 24  Sunday before the Nativity (Geneaology) 

Venerable Nicholas the Monk of Bulgaria (9th cent.) 
 

Tone 4 Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40 
Eothinon 7 (St. John 20:1-10) Liturgy Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 
  
RESURRECTION TROPARION - Tone 4 - Having learned the joyful message of 
the resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of the Lord cast from them 
their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the disciples saying, 
Death hath been spoiled. Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy! 
 
Sunday, December 31  Sunday before Theophany 

Venerable Melania the Younger of Rome (439) 
 

Tone 5 Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8 
Eothinon 8 (St. John 20:11-18) Liturgy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
  
RESURRECTION TROPARION - Tone 5 - Let us believers praise and worship the 
Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation; 
for he took pleasure in ascending the cross in the flesh, to suffer death, and to raise 
the dead by his glorious resurrection. 

Rev. Father Herman Acker, Pastor 
33384 Mackenzie Way, Lewes, DE 19958 

302-645-5791 
 

frherman1@gmail.com 
orthodoxdelmar.org 

Other December Services: 

St. Nicholas (Dec. 6) 
Tuesday, December 5 
Vespers 6 pm 
Followed by youth activity & games 
 
St. Herman of Alaska 
Wednesday, December 13 
Divine Liturgy 10 am 
 
St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Wednesday, December 20 
Divine Liturgy 10 am 
 

Christmas Liturgy 
Sunday, December 24 
6 pm 

 
Protomartyr Stephen 
St. Fabiola 
Wednesday, December 27 
Divine Liturgy 10 am 
 
Check our online calendar at 
www.orthodoxdelmar.org/calendar 
for the most up-to-date schedule. 

The sacred writings … are 

able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and 

for training in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be 

competent, equipped for 

every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 
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